
May 8, 2018 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on May 

8, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Sharon Hodge, Jennifer Bowles 

Chad Martin and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, City 

Attorney Eric Monday, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, 

Finance Director Linda Conover, Building Inspector Kris Bridges, Fleet Manager Lane Shively, 

Water Resources Andy Lash, Treasurer Cindy Dickerson, Police Chief Eddie Cassady and 

members of the Police Department, School Superintendent Zebedee Talley, Fire Chief Ted 

Anderson, Property Maintenance Inspectors Andy Powers and Mark Price. 

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Council Member 

Bowles, with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; 

Council Member Bowles, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye, 

Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to 

boards and commissions as authorized by Subsection 1, (B) Discussion of the award of a 

public contract involving the expenditure of public funds, including interview of bidders or 

offerors and discussion of the terms or scope of such contract, where discussion in an open 

session would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public 

body as authorized by Subsection 29, and (C) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by 

staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other 

specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by 

Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified 

that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed 

in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening 

the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was 

made by Council Member Hodge; seconded by Council Member Lawson, with the following 5-0 

recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, 

aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.    

Council Member Bowles made a motion to reappoint Ashby Pritchett to the 

Architectural Review Board for a 3-year term ending March 31, 2021.   Council Member Hodge 

seconded the motion with all members voting in favor. 

Vice Mayor Martin made a motion to reappoint Carol Kendrick to the Henry County-

Martinsville Joint Social Services Board for a 4-year term ending March 31, 2022.   Council 

Member Lawson seconded the motion with all members voting in favor. 

Per Mayor Teague, no action was taken on Closed session items B or C. 
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Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Bowles, 

Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes of March 13, 2018 Council Meeting, March 19, 2018 

Neighborhood Informational Meeting, March 27, 2018 Council Meeting, and April 10, 2018 

Council Meeting – Council Member Bowles requested that a grammatical correction be made 

to the March 27, 2018 minutes.  Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the 

minutes as amended; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor. 

Read and present a proclamation recognizing the week of May 6 through May 12, 2018 

as National Correctional Officers and Employees Week in the City of Martinsville – Vice Mayor 

Martin read the proclamation that was presented to Lieutenant Laura Hopkins on behalf of the 

Sheriff’s Department. 

 

 

Consider presentation of a proclamation regarding National Police Week, 2018 and 

Peace Officer’s Memorial Day – Council Member Hodge read the proclamation, which was 

presented to Police Chief Eddie Cassady and other police officers in attendance. Cassady 

thanked Council for the proclamation and advised that the May 16 National Police Week 

events will be in Henry County this year and the public is invited.   
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Present awards to Martinsville Middle School students who recently participated in 

Virginia Municipal League’s “If I Were Mayor Contest” – Mayor Teague detailed the contest that 

is offered to Virginia seventh graders and although no Martinsville City students placed, 

Council wanted to recognize some of the more outstanding essays.  Teague invited the top 

three students to the Council bench.  Teague announced 3rd place Ja’Kiyah Gravely, 2nd place 

Vanessa Aleman and 1st place winner Claire Coleman, awarding each a certificate and a cash 

reward.  City Manager Towarnicki explained that all three students were in the same seventh 

grade class under the instruction of City teacher Ms. Rorrer.  Dr. Talley, School 

Superintendent thanked Council and said that Council’s support gives the students added 

incentive.  Council Member Bowles recognized Teacher Appreciation week.  Ms. Rorrer said 

she is grateful to teach the students in her class every day.   
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Read and present a proclamation recognizing May, 2018 as National Bike Month, May 

14-18, 2018 as National Bike Week, and May 18, 2018 as Bike to Work Day – Council Member 

Lawson read the proclamation.  Tommy Smith of the Henry County Bike Club accepted the 

proclamation and highlighted some of the club commitments to the community.  Smith 

thanked the police department for their support.  Smith said the addition of the Dick and 

Willie Trail encourages people to participate in biking. 
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Consider presentation of a proclamation recognizing May as Building Safety Month – 

Council Member Bowles read the proclamation, which was presented to Building Inspector 

Kris Bridges.  Bridges thanked Council. 
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Read and present a proclamation recognizing May 6-12, 2018 as Public Service 

Recognition Week – Mayor Teague read the proclamation, which was presented to City 

Manager Towarnicki.   
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Continue the public hearing on the FY18-19 Budget and consider approval of FY19 

Budget Ordinance on second reading – Mayor Teague explained that the public hearing would 

continue from the previous meeting.  City Manager Towarnicki presented highlights of the 

proposed budget and revisions discussed at the previous Council meeting as well as requested 

adjustments.  Towarnicki asked Council to leave the money from the unneeded sewer camera 

in the budget and not reassign it to another department.  Towarnicki detailed the process and 

timeframe for painting the tanks throughout the City.  Council Member Hodge questioned the 

parking lot lease agreements for other parking lots throughout the City.  Council Member 

Lawson and Vice Mayor Martin agreed that the City should continue to maintain the parking 

lot.  Vice Mayor Martin asked for details on the requirements for painting the tanks.  

Towarnicki explained that it is a specialized process, the tanks are elevated, and it requires 

specialized equipment since the tanks are round and the paint must be applied a specific way.  

Mayor Teague opened the public hearing.  Heidi Pinkston of Lanier Road is the executive 

director for Piedmont Arts and described the services provided to the community.  Pinkston 

asked Council to restore funding for the upcoming year.  Mayor Teague closed the public 

hearing.  Vice Mayor Martin made a motion to take the $3,000 from the parking lot and add it 

to the Piedmont Arts funding.  Council Member Lawson said she was ok with rounding 

Piedmont Arts to $15,000; Vice Mayor Martin amended his motion to accommodate Lawson’s 
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suggestion and provide $15,000 funding to Piedmont Arts.  Council Member Bowles seconded 

the motion.  Council Member Hodge explained that she was not in support for using taxpayer 

money to support outside agencies.  Teague explained that the day would come that Council 

would not be able to fund Piedmont Arts.  Four Council Members voting in favor, Council 

Member Hodge voted against. Council Member Bowles made a motion to add $7,900 VML 

dues to the budget; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion.   Council Member Bowles 

explained VML to the residents and why it is important and amended her motion to increase 

the VML funding by 3%, Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all voting in favor.  

Council Member Bowles made a motion that $125,000 from the wastewater budget be applied 

to reduce the electric fund thus reducing the power rate increase; motion dies for lack of 

second.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to accept other adjustments as proposed, 

Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council members voting in favor. Council 

Member Hodge made the motion to approve and adopt the budget as amended on second 

reading; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with a roll call vote: Bowles, nay; 

Martin, nay; Teague, aye; Lawson, aye; and Hodge, aye.  
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Conduct a public hearing regarding an amendment to the City’s Zoning Ordinance 

related to the issue and use of open space – Community Development Director Wayne Knox 

summarized steps taken regarding the zoning ordinance regarding open spaces.  Planning 

Commission Chairman Martin explained the Planning Commission’s recommendation 

regarding Council’s request and felt the decision should be left “by right”, presenting a legal 

document developed by contractors which includes the trail topic.  Changing the ordinance 

does not prevent a third party from purchasing the land or disturbing close properties.  What 

it does is take away “by right” development and causes future development to become an issue 

to the City.  It creates the image that the City is not open to future development and the 
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Planning Commission does not want to see changes to the ordinance.  Mayor Teague opened 

the public hearing.  Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street supports the definition and what was 

presented to the Planning Commission with minor changes.  Harris said he had suggested 

those changes three times to the Planning Commission but did not receive a second and does 

not feel that Council wants the same crisis as before.  Mark Hardison, 1303 Country Club said 

with Council Members and the Planning Commission members are elected and should make 

decisions in the best interest of the residents.  He does not see development but does see 

residents leaving the City.  Everyone agrees that the ball was dropped on the trail issues and it 

is a gamble to assume that it will not happen again.  Hardison pleads with Council for a 

change to the ordinance and more transparency going forward. Crystal Caldwell, 1303 

Country Club asked if the ordinance enforcement would be left solely up to the zoning 

administrator and feels there should be more layers to approve and monitor such situations.  

Knox explained the only other issue was over 20 years ago with a townhouse development off 

Spruce Street regarding the style homes, a community center and a swimming pool to be built 

and resident concerns.  Knox explained that when a proposal is presented it is considered by a 

team, not just the zoning administrator. Caldwell said that she would like to trust Council but 

she would prefer to see additional “checks and balances” in the future to prevent those issues 

from happening again.  Joe Martin, 617 East Church Street explained that the Planning 

Commission had not seen the plan until 2018; the walking trail was not brought to the 

commission until this year.  Mayor Teague closed the public hearing.  Council Member Lawson 

explained that there is nothing in the ordinance verbiage that would prevent any County or 

entity from coming into the City and developing land. Council Member Hodge expressed 

concern that the zoning administrator is an office and the proposal would be under review of 

the office and not an individual.  She requested a level of review and not just “by right”.  

Council Member Bowles agrees that Council cannot stop development but residents should be 

kept informed. Knox says any developer is encouraged to talk to surrounding property owners 

before taking steps to develop their property.  Teague says staff has presented a solution that 

is beneficial to developers and to the surrounding property owners. Council Member Bowles 

made a motion to adopt the ordinance as presented; Council Member Hodge seconded the 

motion.  Council Member Lawson expressed concern regarding verbiage and the fact that the 

zoning administrator does not want sole responsibility for making the decision.  Lawson 

recommends that more than the individual positon be listed in the ordinance.  Teague 

explained that if the zoning administrator is not comfortable making the decision by 

themselves, they have the opportunity to consultant with staff or other departments as 

necessary to help make the decision.  Knox explained that in the beginning any proposal goes 

in front of a pre-development team.  Roll call vote: Lawson, nay; Hodge, aye; Bowles, aye, 

Martin, aye; and Teague, aye.   
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Consider approval of a lease granting Piedmont Community Services use of the City-

owned former Housing Office/Police Academy located at 605 Fourth Street – City Manager 

Towarnicki summarized the previous plans and discussions regarding the use of the former 

Housing Office by Piedmont Community Services. The building is being cleaned out with a 

potential June 1, 2018 moving in date.  Voting would continue at this location. Greg Preston of 

Piedmont Community Services recognized his staff also in attendance and provided 

background about the organization.  Supervisors and staff members would occupy the office 

during the week from 8:00am-5:00pm; it will be used as office space only and no services will 

be provided at this location.  Council Members offered their support of Piedmont Community 

Services and the new use of the building.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve 

the lease; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council members voting in 

favor.  
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Hear information from the City Attorney regarding the City’s delinquent collection 

process – City Attorney Monday presented a brief PowerPoint regarding action now being taken 

to collect delinquent taxes.  The compliance rate of those who pay taxes on time is 98%, which 

is extremely high; Treasurer Cindy Dickerson and her staff are very good at what they do.  
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Council Member Hodge pointed out that the delinquent tax owed to the City is $1.5million 

although the percentage of residents who owe is only 2%. Mayor Teague explained that some 

other jurisdictions have a harsher plan.   
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Consider approval of Consent Agenda – Council Member Bowles made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with 

all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Business from the Floor – Police Chief Cassady said 285 pounds of drugs were collected 

during the drug take back event and thanked Drug MHC for their assistance. 

Comments by Members of City Council – Vice Mayor Martin thanked the police 

department for their work on the drug take back.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki attended the Virginia First 

Cities meeting with Council Member Bowles and said there was a significant amount of good 

information shared from there.  May 21 is the Northside Neighborhood meeting at Clearview 

Wesleyan Church.  Towarnicki is working to coordinate a date for a reversion discussion.   He 

hopes to contact someone from Bedford to share their experience during Bedford’s reversion.  

Council Member Bowles asked Towarnicki if he could invite a community that rejected 

reversion to share their experience at a future meeting also.   

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:35pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


